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Mongolia is landlocked between its neighbors China and Russia in the heart of Asia. For centuries

after the disintegration of Genghis Khanâ€™s empire it was ruled by one or the other, but in 1990

the Mongols embraced democracy. Now, after two centuries of Manchu stagnation and seventy

years of Soviet communism, they are rebuilding their national heritage. Rarely in the news but

making progress toward a market economy, this resource-rich but infrastructure-poor country is a

land of pioneers, and its greatest asset is the Mongol people, who are friendly, cooperative,

ambitious, and well educated. English is now the first foreign language and the countryâ€™s leaders

are forging new partnerships with international investors. Travelers from across the world are drawn

to the â€œland of blue skyâ€• by its picturesque mountains and lakes, flower-carpeted steppes and

stony deserts, home to the snow leopard, the wild horse and camel, and the Gobi bear. The broad

pasturelands, with herds of grazing livestock, and the traditional lifestyle of the nomads contrast with

the busy streets of the capital Ulan Bator, a bustling metropolis of over one million people, modern

hotels, apartments, and shops, interspersed with Buddhist monasteries and temples, surrounded by

crowded suburbs of traditional felt tents. Mongoliaâ€™s many attractions range from dinosaur

skeletons and the remains of ancient civilizations to relics and reenactments of the Genghis Khan

era, and the traditional sports of wrestling, archery, and horse-racing. Culture Smart! Mongolia

provides rare insights into contemporary Mongolian society, and offers practical tips on what to

expect and how to conduct yourself in order to get the most out of your visit. Despite the undeniable

challenges posed by modernity, these warm, tough, adaptable, and hospitable people welcome

visitors and are open to the world.
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Alan Sanders is the leading British authority on Mongolia. A former lecturer in Mongolian Studies at

Londonâ€™s School of Oriental and African Studies, he worked for many years at the BBC and is

now a freelance consultant, writing about Mongoliaâ€™s political and economic scene. He is a

member of the International Association of Mongolian Studies, Ulan Bator, and contributes to

seminars and publications of the Mongolia and Inner Asia Studies Unit of the University of

Cambridge.Â  He was awarded the Mongolian Order of the Pole Star for promoting

Britishâ€“Mongolian relations and knowledge about Mongolia.

I purchased this book for a family member who will be traveling to Mongolia in the near future. He

liked it for the same reasons that I did: it is compact, lightweight, and can be easily carried on the

trip, yet provides a great overview of multiple aspects of the country and culture. He is an

experienced traveler, so I can use his pleased reaction as a recommendation. I'd like to give it 5

stars, but since I skimmed his copy, I'll have to give it 4 stars for now.

Great book for my upcoming travel

good information

Not a guide book, but a wonderful resource for background about the Mongolian people, their

history and culture.

This little book has a great deal of information in it, and I thoroughly enjoyed reading it.I would

definitely buy this again.

Wanted it for travel but not really helpful for that at all. Just really a review of Mongolia history and

culture. It does not help me plan my stay there.
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